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August  2009 

Volume XVII 

Grand Prairie Historical 

Organization Making History in the 

Prairie 

IMPORTANT NOTE: MEETING LOCATION CHANGED 

Our meeting is August 20th at 11:30am and will be held at the  

Oasis Restaurant at Lynn Creek Marina—Joe Pool Lake 
Please call Angela Giessner for reservations,  972-262-5151—Please RSVP so we 

will know how many to expect.   We will be  ordering off the Menu at the Oasis. 

 

The Speaker for the next meeting will be:       Jim Gatewood  
 

 

Help us keep our 

Organization run-

ning by paying your 

GPHO dues today.   

Make checks payable 

to GPHO for a $15  

annual (individual), 

or   

$200 for a Life   

Membership 

Quote of the Month 

 

“The safe way 

to double your money 

is to fold it over once 

and put it in your 

pocket.”  
                    Frank Hubbard 

          Remember the gun fight at the OK Corral, the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre, the Kansas 
City Massacre, and November 22, 1963 - the murder of John F. Kennedy on the streets of Dal-
las? Now imagine, if you can, that there are three political parties in the United States: the De-
mocrats, the Republicans, and a third - the invisible special interest party. The third party does 
not care who wins the national elections; they donate to both political parties. They operate un-
der one simple agenda - to create pathways into our government’s inner citadel for information 
and to leverage profitable government contracts. Now, divide the third party into two competing 
groups: the Irish members and the Italian members. Within each group, they carry disputes and 
grudges, which have been smoldering for years. But the conflict in the third party is deadly seri-
ous as revealed by the number of killings in our past history. Consider this third invisible special 
interest party while reading the story of President John F. Kennedy’s assassination. His assassi-
nation was the culmination of a much more sophisticated and subtle gang struggle between the 
Irish Mafia and the Italian Mafia.  
         A million people or more pass through the Sixth Floor Museum in Dallas each year and 
leave not knowing what happened or why. - As Paul Harvey would say if he were here, “And 
now for the rest of the story.”    Come hear Mr. Gatewood’s talk on this exciting subject. 
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                                                                                                                                  Life Members of  the Grand Prairie Historical Organization 

 Walker Family Business History in Grand Prairie 

1946-2009 
 After failing to find any bait for sale on a fishing trip to Lake Dallas, Ralph Walker 

sought to catch his own.    He caught so many minnows that he decided to sell the surplus 

to a ready market and thus the Walker business venture began.  This was in 1946, shortly 

after Ralph returned from serving over three years in the Army during WWII.  As an infan-

try many in the famed Second Division, he landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day and fought 

all the way through France and to the German border before being sent back to a hospital 

in England.   He received two Bronze Stars during his war-time service.   

 Being a native Grand Prairiean, it was only natural that a location here was sought to 

star this burgeoning business, thus 

3306 E. Jefferson was the first ad-

dress for Walker’s Bait in July 1946.  

The wholesale bait business flour-

ished and the retail outlet soon fol-

lowed.  Fishing tackle, guns and 

other sporting goods were added, 

and the name changed to Walker’s 

Sporting Goods.   Ralph and his 

wife, Mildred, established and oper-

ated the business.  As the children, 

Don, Larry and Julie, grew older, 

they too, became a part of the 

growing enterprise. 

 Walker’s Sporting Goods became a prominent boat and motor dealer, being the larg-

est Basstracker Boat and Evinrude Motor dealer in Texas during the 1970’s and also carried 

other boat lines such as Skeeter, Pro Craft, Boston Whaler and Chris Craft.  Don Walker 

served on the National Dealer Council for Evinrude Motors for several years. 

 Several other successful ventures sprang from this Grand Prairie beginning such as a 

Walker’s Sporting Good’s store in Garland, Dal-Rock Marina on Lake Ray Hubbard, 

Walker’s Bass Tours, and an operation headed by Larry Walker, that took fisherman to Hon-

duras and South America, Emerald Point Marina and Carlos’n Charlies Restaurant on Lake 

Judy Armstrong, Billy Joe Armstrong, Carol Bell,  Grant Bell, Brian W. Bingham, Verna Brown, L.R. Cannon, Ouida Chapman Lewis, Lisa 

Chennault Brown, Helen Chennault, Thomas Chennault, Thomas B Chennault, City of Grand Prairie Marketing, Marge Copeland,H. Victor 
Copeland, Jerry Corley, Cheryl Friman Dover, Charles and Janice England, Kirk and Marcy England, Olive Galloway, Norma Hale, Marvin J 
(Jack) Hays, Lee D. Herring, Thomas Hight, Jorja Jackson Clemson, Vera Jinks, Marie Kerr Stufflebeme, Blythe Kizziar, Duane McGuffey, 

Kenneth R. Miller, Lynn Motley, Betty Phillips, Charles Powers, Bob Roberts, Susan Shuffler, Fynlon and Eugenia Simpson, Ouida 

Daugherty Smith, Amy Sprinkles, Angela Sutton Giessner, Donald Taylor, Ruthe Thompson Jackson, Laura Thompson Potter, Paul and 
Madie Vernon 
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Travis, Bridge Harbor Marina in Granbury, 

Island Moorings Marina at Port Aransas 

plus two circuit board companies, North 

Texas Circuit Board in Grand Prairie and 

WTech in Irving.    All of the above have 

since been sold.   Throughout all of these  

ventures, their base has always been Grand 

Prairie where we currently own and oper-

ate Lynn Creek Marina, a 545 wet slip and 

116 dry slip marina, and the Oasis Restau-

rant on Joe Pool Lake  

 Joe Pool Lake is the end result of 

more than 25 years of planning and over a 

decade of construction. The U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, the Trinity River Au-

thority, the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-

partment, and the Joe Pool Lake Planning 

Council all collaborated to plan and con-

struct the Reservoir. Once the lake opened 

in 1989, Joe Pool quickly became a big part 

of Grand Prairie 

 Lynn Creek Marina has twice been 

named “Marina of the Year” by the Marina 

Association of Texas.   Mildred has served 

as President and is currently on the Board 

of the Marina Association and has served as 

Vice President of the National Marina Organi-

zation, based in Washington, D.C.. 

Mildred, (Ralph died in 1994); Don and his 

wife, Sammie; Larry and wife, Natalie;  Julie and 

husband, Tim Woodall, all continue to be en-

gaged in the Family business plus the third gen-

eration is now taking an active part in various 

areas of the operation . They are bound to be 

perhaps the oldest independently owned and 

operated business in Grand Prairie, celebrating 

their 63rd year in July of 2009. 

   Thank you to Mildred Walker for contributing this article. 

 

 If you have an idea for a 

speaker, at one of our future 

meetings,  please let me 

know. Remember, this is 

your organization.   If you have 

comments or suggestions for fu-

ture articles, pictures or stories 

you would like to share, please 

let me know.      
   Brian Bingham, 214-808-1913 

If anyone has any old Postcard they 

would like to sell, I’m interested in 

purchasing them.    Especially cards 

of buildings and events in the Dallas 

Fort Worth area. 

  Thanks   

  Brian Bingham  

  214-808-1913  
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COMPLAINTS AND GRIPES  TO: 

   Lynn Motley  

GPHO President, P.O Box 532173 

Grand Prairie, Texas 75053-2173 

mot58@tx.rr.com 

972-641-8295 

COMPLIMENTS and 

SUGGESTIONS TO: 

Brian W.  Bingham  

P.O. Box 532173 

Grand Prairie, Texas 75053-2173 

214-808-1913 

Officers 

Lynn Motley—President 

Brian W. Bingham—VP 

Susie Roberts—Secretary 

Carol Bell—Treasurer 
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The Grand Prairie Historical Organization’s purpose is to search 
out, record, collate, preserve, and pass on to the next genera-

tion, the history of Grand Prairie, Texas, and its Southwest Dal-
las County environs, including the appropriate marking of au-

thentic historical sites.  

The dues year of the Organization shall be from January 1 in 
each year through Dec. 31 of the same year.  The following 

classes of membership apply:  

Regular Membership:  The annual dues for single members shall 

be fifteen dollars ($15.00) and twenty-five ($25.00) for couples . 

Life Membership:  Any person 45 years or older who contrib-

utes $200 shall be a member for life without further payment of 

dues. 

Gold Star Membership:  Payment of 10 years in advance, $150 

(no age limit). 

Patron Membership:  Any person who contributes five hundred 

dollars ($500.00) or more to the Organization shall be a Life 
Member thereof and shall, in addition thereof be appropriately 
recognized as a Patron of the Grand Prairie Historical Organiza-

tion. 

Corporate Membership:   Any small business that contributes 

$250.00 shall be classified as a corporate member. 

Dues should be mailed to : 

Angela Sutton Giessner, Farmers Insurance  

2509 S. Carrier, Grand Prairie, Texas 75052 


