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August  2008 

       GPHO Volume XIIII 

Grand Prairie Historical 
Organization Making History in the 

Prairie 
Our meeting this Month is on August 21st  at 11:30 am and will be held at the  

Mountain Creek Retirement Facility 
2305 Corn Valley Rd, Grand Prairie, Texas 75051, 972-237-2515 

Please call Angela Giessner for reservations,  972-262-5151—seating will be limited  
Your cost will be the same: $5 for members, $10 for non-members. Buffet style lunch. 

The Speaker for 
the next meeting 

will be Ouida Lewis 
 For our next meet-
ing, Mrs.  Lewis is going to 
give a talk on the re-
search she has been doing 
on the history of the First 
Baptist Church.    Mrs. 
Lewis has been working on 
this project for some time, 
and it promises to be very 
interesting. 

 The FBC was 
started in 1880, but in 
1929, it burned.   They 
started the basement in 
1929 and then in 1930 they 
took a special offering to 
continue building the 
church.    

 It was that offering 
where a large Diamond 
ring appeared given by an 
anonymous donor.   Some 
think it was given by Mrs. 
Collins, but nobody knows 
for sure.  Either way, it 

was a nice donation that 
helped the fund get 
started. 

 The FBC has been 
involved in the start -up 
of many other churches.  
The Central Baptist 
Church, the Twin Air-
ports Church and a Span-
ish speaking church at 
the corner of NE 4th and 
North Street were just a 
few that FBC helped 
start.    

 The project Mrs. 
Lewis is working on is a 
supplement to the his-
tory pictures book that 
was from 1880-1965.      
FBC is looking for a new 
location toward the 
south part of GP. 

 Mrs. Lewis will 
give much more informa-
tion in her talk and focus 
on the people that 
helped shaped one of the 
oldest and most re-
spected churches in 
Grand Prairie.   Please 
join us. 

THE GRAND PRAIRIE  
HISTORY BOOKS ARE 

HERE !!!! 
VISIT:  WWW.GPHISTORICAL.COM  

$35 Each  
 

They will be available at the 
next meeting on the 21st       
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                                                                                                                                  Life Members of  the Grand Prairie Historical Organization 

History 101:  State Fair of Texas® 
 For 122 years, the State Fair of Texas has made its home in Dallas, Texas.  The Dallas State 
Fair & Exposition, to which the present State Fair of Texas traces its origin, was chartered as a pri-
vate corporation on Jan. 30, 1886, by a group of Dallas businessmen.  An 80-acre tract located 
within the modern boundaries of Fair Park in East Dallas was chosen and construction began on 
exhibit facilities and a racetrack.  Attendance at the Dallas State Fair was estimated in excess of 
100,000, and the following year the association merged with a rival becoming the Texas State Fair 
& Dallas Exposition. Despite indebtedness of more than $100,000, the directors voted to expand 
the fairgrounds by purchasing 37 acres adjacent to the East Dallas site. 

 The early years of the Fair featured the finest racing stock, cattle sales, concerts, balloon 
ascents, displays of farm machinery and contests for the ladies.   When the Texas Legislature 
banned gambling on horse races in 1903, thereby eliminating the Fair's main source of income, the 
association faced a financial crisis. To protect this valuable community asset, the Texas State Fair 
spurned offers from developers and sold its property to the City of Dallas in 1904 under an agree-
ment that set aside a period each fall to hold the annual exposition. 

 The reorganized State Fair of Texas prospered immediately, establishing new records for 
receipts and attendance as 300,000 people streamed through the gates in 1905. Automobile races 
and stunt flying exhibitions became the top attractions. Attendance topped the 1 million mark in 
1916.  

 The 1920s brought significant development and increased activity to the fairgrounds. A 
magnificent auditorium – which eventually would be known as the Music Hall – was completed in 
1925, and outstanding New York shows were presented to Texas audiences for the first time. The 
Texas-OU football game was established as an annual fairtime event in 1929. And in 1930, the race 
track complex was razed to permit construction of 46,000-seat Fair Park Stadium – later renamed 

Judy Armstrong, Billy Joe Armstrong, Carol Bell,  Grant Bell, Brian W. Bingham, Verna Brown, L.R. Cannon, Ouida Chapman Lewis, Lisa 
Chennault Brown, Helen Chennault, Thomas Chennault, Thomas B Chennault, City of Grand Prairie Marketing, Marge Copeland,H. Victor 
Copeland, Jerry Corley, Cheryl Friman Dover, Charles and Janice England, Kirk and Marcie England, Olive Galloway, Norma Hale, Marvin J 
(Jack) Hays, Lee D. Herring, Thomas Hight, Jorja Jackson Clemson, Marie Kerr Stufflebeme, Blythe Kizziar, Duane McGuffey, Kenneth R. 
Miller, Lynn Motley, Betty Phillips, Charles Powers, Bob Roberts, Susan Shuffler, Fynlon and Eugenia Simpson, Ouida Daughtery Smith, 

Amy Sprinkles, Angela Sutton Giessner, Donald Taylor, Ruthe Thompson Jackson, Laura Thompson Potter, Paul and Madie Vernon 
 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH:  

“The difference between 'involvement' and 'commitment' is like an eggs-and-ham breakfast: 
the chicken was 'involved' - the pig was 'committed'." 
            Anonymous 
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the Cotton Bowl. 

 In 1934, Fair Park was selected as the 
central exposition site for the proposed Texas 
Centennial celebration and construction began 
on a $25 million project that transformed the 
existing fairgrounds into a masterpiece of art 
and imagination. The 1936 Texas Centennial 
Exposition attracted more than 6 million peo-
ple during its six-month run.   

 Following World War II, the State Fair of 
Texas entered an era of unprecedented growth. 
Attendance reached the 2 million visitor level 
in 1949.  The prosperity continued into the 50s 
with the development of an international live-
stock show, installation of a monorail system, 
and the first appearance of Big Tex, a 52-foot 
cowboy figure erected in the center of the fair-
grounds. 

 The modern day Fair emerged during 
the four decades that followed. In 1968, the to-
tal number of fairgoers exceeded 3 million for 
the first time.   A combination of theme park 
entertainment and State Fair traditions earned 
national and international recognition.   In 
1986, Fair Park was designated a National His-
toric Landmark, and the State Fair of Texas 
hosted a 31-day exposition celebrating both 
the Texas Sesquicentennial and the Fair's own 
100th anniversary. 

 As the Fair moved into its second cen-
tury of operation, the traditional fair season 
was extended from 17 to 24 days.   Errol 
McKoy became president of the association in 
1988 and brought unique managerial skills to 
the event.   His proactive approach to produc-

ing events within the event captured the attention 
of major companies.  Sponsorships rose to an all-
time high.  Extreme rides, first-class entertain-
ment, traveling exhibits, eating competitions, and 
countless awards and recognitions, catapulted the 
annual event into a league of its own.   

 The State Fair of Texas has selected "Ignite 
Your Senses!" as the theme for the 2008 season 
(Sept. 26 – Oct. 19). Following on the heels of last 
year's event – the most successful in the Fair's 
history – organizers will entice and excite the 
senses with a menu of world-class entertainment, 
thrill rides, and mouth-watering edibles.  

 An octagon screen serves as centerpiece 
for the return of the reflecting pool's popular, eve-
ning multi-media performance. High tech visual 
effects, specialty lighting, fire and pyrotechnics 
are choreographed to music from every genre, and 
the Esplanade provides the perfect setting to stop, 

relax and enjoy the show.  

 Sensation-seekers will appreciate a high-
flying daredevil stunt team appearing in free 
shows daily on Gateway Plaza. The troupe incor-
porates sway poles, motorcycle stunts and an ac-
robatic cage while showcasing their death-defying 
skills and keen agility. 

 In the Band Shell, animal trainer Steve Mar-
tin will host feathered performers from around the 
globe in a 20th anniversary celebration of his de-
but at the Fair. Since 1989, Martin has offered fair-
goers a glimpse into the world of birds through an 
amazing free flight bird show.  

 With an eye towards the future, The 
Women's Museum and the State Fair of Texas will 
present The Smart House, demonstrating 21st 
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COMPLAINTS AND GRIPES TO: 

   Lynn Motley  

GPHO President 

Grand Prairie, Texas 75051 

mot58@tx.rr.com 

972-641-8295 

COMPLIMENTS and SUGGESTIONS TO: 

Brian W.  Bingham  

P.O. Box 532173 

Grand Prairie, Texas 75053-2173 

214-808-1913 

bingham@alliance-services.com 

P.O. Box 532173 

Grand Prairie, Texas 75053-2173 

Officers 

Lynn Motley—President 

Brian W. Bingham—VP 

Susie Roberts—Secretary 

Carol Bell—Treasurer 

 

 

century "green" technologies that simplify complex electron-
ics and conserve energy. Proving that dominoes aren't just 
for kids, the State Fair of Texas is bringing a couple of top-

pleologists to the African American Museum. These expert 
domino topplers will construct and topple a project each day 
during the 24 day run. 

 The Chevrolet Main Stage will feature top entertainers 
every weekend, plus live bands throughout the week. All 
concerts are free for fairgoers. A complete lineup will be an-
nounced in the coming months. 

 This year's State Fair Musical is The Color Purple. 
Based on the classic Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by Alice 
Walker and the film by Steven Spielberg, the production tells 
the story of a woman's triumph over adversity. Performances 
will be offered daily (except Mondays), September 30 – Octo-
ber 19, in the Music Hall at Fair Park. 

 The State Fair of Texas has enormous economic im-
pact on the City and has been voted the top annual event in 
Texas. The contribution of the Fair to the City of Dallas and 
vice-verse is historic and incalculable. 

 *Big Tex goes up this year on Sept 22nd at noon.  Come join the 

watching party.   

 

 


