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November  2009 

Volume XVIII 

Grand Prairie Historical 

Organization Making History in the 

Prairie 

Our meeting is November 19th at 11:30am and will be held at the  

Ruthe Jackson Center   Please RSVP to  Angela Giessner so we will know 

how many to expect.   Lunch is being co-sponsored by the  

City of Grand Prairie :  the Keep Grand Prairie Beautiful Program  

Help us keep our Organi-

zation running by paying 
your GPHO dues today.   
Make checks payable to 

GPHO for a $15 annual 
(individual), or $200 for a 

Life Membership. 

  

Checks should be payable 
to the Grand Prairie His-

torical Organization and 
mailed to P.O. Box 

532173, Grand Prairie, Tx 

75053-2173 

Tammy Chan  is the “Special Projects 

Manager.”  City beautification is one of the spe-
cial projects to which she is assigned.  Tammy 
is a Certified Arborist and Master Gardener.  
City beautification runs the gamut from infra-

structure enhancements, such as the bas reliefs 
on the new Belt Line bridge over the Union Pa-

cific Railroad and streetscaping projects such as 
Bardin Road to the South and Hunter Ferrell to 
the north.  Another aspect of city beautification 

that’s her responsibility is for grassroots environ-
mental stewardship programs.  Tammy coordi-
nates the city’s Keep Grand Prairie Beautiful 

Program, which encourages volunteers to help 
cleanup and beautify the city. 

 As part of our Celebration of 100 Years in Grand Prairie, we are remembering the efforts of 
the Urban Renewal Agency and its Executive Director, Ed Jones, who served in that capacity from 
1964 to 1978, to improve the quality of life for Grand Prairie residents who were suffering extreme 
hardships at that time.  The Urban Renewal Agency was a non-profit agency that corralled the re-
sources of the City of Grand Prairie, the Urban Renewal Agency and the Federal Government to 
help low income residents make substantial repairs to their homes.   

 The Grand Prairie Urban Renewal Agency is credited with revitalizing several sections of the 
city, including Lakeview Heights and the Dalworth Neighborhood. At the time, Mr. Jones was leading 
the Agency. The residents in these areas were not only living in sub-standard structures, but also 
lacked electricity, water and sewer, and in some cases adequate roads.  The federal grants Mr. 
Jones secured, along with cash matches from the City of Grand Prairie that came in the form of in-
frastructure improvements, helped to improve the quality of life for many families and remove blight 
for the benefit of all residents.   

 Our luncheon will shed more light on some of the touching personal stories of those who 
benefited from the efforts of Mr. Jones and the Urban Renewal Agency. 

Celebrating the contributions of Mr. Ed Jones 
 

Presented by Tammy Chan with the City of Grand Prairie 

Happy Thanksgiving  

 

“As we express our grati-

tude, we must never for-

got that the highest ap-

preciation is not to utter 

words, but to live by 

them”. 

      John F. Kennedy 
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                                                                                                                                  Life Members of  the Grand Prairie Historical Organization 

  

 

 

  

  An institution in Grand Prairie since 1962, the Grand Prairie Gun Club 

started out on leased land by a group of sportsmen looking for a place to 

sharpen their shooting skills and enjoy the pleasure of each other’s company.  

The club was successful in the original location for approximately 30 years.   

 In 1981 the Grand Prairie Sportsman’s Development Corporation was 

formed to procure land and develop a new facility.  Stock was sold in a corpora-

tion that only had a plan.  Many members dropped out thinking this was only a 

pipe dream.  In 1987 a 37 acre site directly north and adjacent to our leased 

site was purchased.  Construction began on the new site and two skeet fields 

were opened in July 1992.  This was the beginning of what the Grand Prairie 

Gun Club has become today.   

 The current site of the club is partially on and adjacent to the original 

site.   At one time the entrance to the club was off Carrier just east of Eisen-

hower school.   That was Lower Tarrant Road that connected to our current 

entrance road (Lower Tarrant Road).  The City of Grand Prairie purchased an 

easement from Buddy Grantham that was 300' wide and dug the current John-

son Creek channel through our leased club property.   This was what caused 

the club to seek property to buy.  The channel cut our leased property in two 

and put the pistol range on a separate property reached only from the north 

and the rifle and shotgun ranges could only be reached from the south and 

across a low water crossing that flooded several times a spring. 

 By purchasing the land, the club turned an old abandoned sewage treat-

ment plant into one of the premier shooting clubs in the state of Texas.  The ri-

Judy Armstrong, Billy Joe Armstrong, Carol Bell,  Grant Bell, Brian W. Bingham, Verna Brown, L.R. Cannon, Ouida Chapman Lewis, Lisa 

Chennault Brown, Helen Chennault, Thomas Chennault, Thomas B Chennault, City of Grand Prairie Marketing, Marge Copeland,H. Victor 
Copeland, Jerry Corley, Cheryl Friman Dover, Charles and Janice England, Kirk and Marcy England, Olive Galloway, Norma Hale, Marvin J 
(Jack) Hays, Lee D. Herring, Thomas Hight, Jorja Jackson Clemson, Vera Jinks, Marie Kerr Stufflebeme, Blythe Kizziar, Duane McGuffey, 

Kenneth R. Miller, Lynn Motley, Betty Phillips, Charles Powers, Bob Roberts, Susan Shuffler, Fynlon and Eugenia Simpson, Ouida 

Daugherty Smith, Amy Sprinkles, Angela Sutton Giessner, Donald Taylor, Ruthe Thompson Jackson, Laura Thompson Potter, Paul and 
Madie Vernon 
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fle/pistol range located below grade in 

what was once a lagoon.  The last 

skeet field was completed in 2005 

with assistance from NSSA and TSSA 

grant funding. 

 All of GPGC’s facilities were 

constructed by members in accor-

dance with a master plan so that all 

pieces of the puzzle fit.  This helped 

minimize any potential misdirected ef-

forts by volunteers and contributed 

to the overall success of the con-

struction.   

 Funding for development was 

provided by the sale of stock in the 

Grand Prairie Sportsman’s Develop-

ment Corporation, grant funding 

through the Pittman-Robinson Act, 

raffles, and private 

donations.  We also 

have a partnership 

with the Grand 

Prairie Police De-

partment in the 

form of a long 

term lease for a 

portion of our 

property on which the City con-

structed a pistol range for the exclu-

sive use of their officers.  Another  

partner is Texas Parks & Wildlife.  The 

education committee, in conjunction 

with TP&W, has many classes through-

out each year in Hunter Education 

and NRA Instructor Workshops. 

 During the year there are two 

registered skeet shoots that have placed 

our September shoot in NSSA’s top 100 

shoots in the past. 

The challenges of buying land, zoning 

land for a gun range (in the middle of the 

Dallas/Ft. Worth region), constructing fa-

cilities and running a successful club 

(500+ members) can be accomplished 

with a great plan and the perseverance 

of a dedicated team with the ability to 

look past the present.   

 Additional acreage has been pur-

chased to increase our site to 65 acres.  

The facilities include five skeet fields, two 

trap fields, a five-stand/sporting course, a 

twelve station 25 and 50 yard pistol 

range, a three bay archery range, one 

combination skeet and trap, one combi-

nation trap and 5-stand,  a 

twelve station 100 and 

200 yard rifle range and a 

4800 square foot educa-

tion/clubhouse building. 

     A successful club is al-

ways evolving/changing to 

meet the needs of your 

membership.  Many thanks 

go to those individuals in our club that 

make this happen every day.  If you are in 

the Dallas/Ft. Worth area, stop by to see 

us.  Written from contributions of Club Members 

 

Many thanks to all those individuals who made this article 

possible. I have been a member since 1994 and found it to 

be one of the best kept secrets in the Metroplex.  It is a 

home away from home to many great people.    

                      Brian Bingham 

Recent Arial Shot of the Grand Prairie Gun Club  
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COMPLAINTS AND GRIPES  TO: 

   Lynn Motley  

GPHO President, P.O Box 532173 

Grand Prairie, Texas 75053-2173 

mot58@tx.rr.com 

972-641-8295 

COMPLIMENTS and 

SUGGESTIONS TO: 

Brian W.  Bingham  

P.O. Box 532173 

Grand Prairie, Texas 75053-2173 

GPHO Officers 

Lynn Motley—President 

Brian W. Bingham—VP 

Susie Roberts—Secretary 

Carol Bell—Treasurer 
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE GRAND PRAIRIE GUN CLUB: 

Club Address is : Grand Prairie Gun Club, PO Box 530274, Grand 

Prairie, Texas 75053. Phone (972) 641-9940.   Currently there are no 

open memberships at the club.    There is, however, a waiting list.  

Public Service: The ranges are open to the public on the third Saturday of 

each month. 

 

Alcohol is not allowed at the club. 

 

Texas Hunter Education Classes: Several members are certified hunter 

education instructors and conduct hunter education courses as a public 

service from time to time for young persons who ask to be included. 

 

WEB SITE—for up to date schedules and activities, go to :                          

                                       www.gpgc.net 
Who May Join: The person must be of good repute; a citizen of the United 

States of America; not a member of any organization or group having as its pur-

pose or one of its purposes to overthrow by force or violence the Government 

of the United States of America or any of its political subdivisions; never been 

convicted of a "Crime of Violence"; and will agree to fulfill the obligations of 

good sportsmanship, good citizenship, and will abide by the club rules and lawful 

orders of the club officers. The membership is on an annual basis, and members 

must renew their membership each year. Additionally, each member must be a 

shareholder in the Grand Prairie Sportsman's Development Corporation 

(GPSDC, the corporation that owns the land and facility) 

IN APPRECIATION…. 

April 20, 1967 

 

Urban Renewal officials 

received certificates of 

appreciation from the city 

commission in April of 

1967 for their long and 

faithful service.  From left 

Ed F. Jones, executive di-

rector,  Weldon Parkhill, 

John Perry, Vernon Jack-

son, chairman of the 

board, and Norman Gil-

bert. NOT SHOWN is 

L.A. Vernon. Picture by 

Kathryn Allen  


