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MEETING LOCATION  

Our next meeting will be November 14th and will be a tour of the 

6th Floor Museum in Downtown Dallas.   We are sold out for this 

event. Those that attended the last meeting had first shot, and the 

tour was full within a couple of days.   We are going to meet at 

the Grand Prairie Historical Museum (1516 W. Main, GP) at 

10:30 on the 14th.  We will then all travel 

to El Fenix for lunch in Downtown Dal-

las, getting there around 11 am.  We will 

leave El Fenix around 12:30 and travel to 

the 6th floor museum, getting there by 

1pm for the tour. 

 November 11, 2013    VETERANS DAY       

World War I – known at the time as “The Great War” - officially ended when the Treaty of 
Versailles was signed on June 28, 1919, in the Palace of Versailles outside the town of 
Versailles, France. However, fighting ceased seven months earlier when an armistice, or 
temporary cessation of hostilities, between the Allied nations and Germany went into effect 
on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.  In November 1919, Presi-
dent Wilson proclaimed November 11 as the first commemoration of Armistice Day with 
the following words: "To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled 
with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and with 
gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us and 
because of the opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace 

and justice in the councils of the nations…   

    A  big Thank you  to all our Veterans for their Service to our 
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  Being selected to attend The 

50th: Honoring the Memory of 

President John F. Kennedy on No-
vember 22, 2013 will bring back many 
memories of my senior year atGrand 
Prairie High School 11-22-1963. 
  Not only was it our senior year, 
but it was our homecoming football 
game.   It was going to be an exciting 
day for our senior class with the pep 
rally in the afternoon.  We were play-
ing our arch rivals Wichita Falls. 
  I received a phone call the night 
before from my friend Dale "Ann" Car-
roll Coker, inviting me to join her and 
Dorothy McDonald Scott on their trip 
over to Love Field to see President 
Kennedy's plane arrive.   Of course we 
were also hoping to get a glimpse of 
the President and First Lady as well, 
as their motorcade left Love 
Field.    Since Dale "Ann" Carroll 
Coker's mother offered to drive us, I 
jumped on the chance to be this close 
to our young President Kennedy and 
First Lady who offered so much prom-
ise for our country and our future. 
  What a dazzling, beautiful day 
in November 1963 for President Ken-
nedy's trip to Texas.     Dale "Ann", 
Dorothy, Mrs. Carroll and I stationed 
ourselves on the median in order to 
see President and Mrs. Kennedy as 
they left Love Field and headed in the 
motorcade  to downtown Dallas.   
 President and Mrs. Kennedy 
were truly the "Camelot Couple"; radi-
ant smiles on their faces and they ap-

peared to be enjoying their warm 
welcome.  As President Kennedy 
brushed the hair out of his eyes, I 
really wanted to reach out and touch 
them to say that I had touched our 
royalty. 
 Mrs. Kennedy was elegant in 
her  pink suit and pill box hat.  What 
a beginning to what started out to be 
a monumental day in my life. 
Mrs. Carroll suggested we hurry and 
get to Stemmons Freeway to see if we 
could get another glimpse of the mo-
torcade before the planned  luncheon 
for President and Mrs. Kennedy.    
  When we arrived on Stemmons 
Freeway, above the underpass, we 
did not see the motorcade or any ac-
tivity indicating the arrival of the mo-
torcade.    After approximately 5-10 
minutes or so, we became uneasy 
that something was not as it should 
be.     Mrs. Carroll turned on her ra-
dio, where we first heard the devas-
tating news about President Ken-
nedy.     I was numb with shock and 
felt our whole world was coming 
apart, How could something like this 
happen in the United States of 
American, and "WHY"? 
  We wanted to go back to school 
where we would be comforted by be-
ing with our teachers and 
friends.     I talked to my English 
teacher, Mrs. Anne Wear, and told 
her I felt like I just had to share what 
happened and encourage our school 
to not let the tragic events of the day 
hinder us with our goals and plans 

Remembering President Kennedy’s Visit to Dallas;  

A Student’s Perspective  

F E A T U R E   S T O R Y 
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Thank you Chuck Moulder for sending us your old pictures of 
Grand Prairie.    We owe you lunch.  THANKS !! 

Grand Prairie Historical Organization—Corporate Sponsors 

                       

Thorne and Skinner, 
Attorneys at Law 

for the future.  We should celebrate President Kennedy's life and his contribu-
tions and be challenged to go out into the world and use our lives to make a 
difference, as President Kennedy had with his.   
 I gave a speech at the Pep Rally and remember crying as I received a 
standing ovation.    I was surprised that the paper requested a copy of my 
speech for the local newspaper, which was published the following week.        
 That same weekend, my dad told me that he was contacted to convene 
the Grand Jury on a Sunday instead of on Monday in order to avoid the 
press  The Grand Jury was  to hear the presentation of murder charges on 
Jack Ruby.   My dad, Durwood A Sutton, was Foreman of the Grand Jury 
who returned the indictment against Jack Ruby for Oswald's murder.     All 
his papers from that time were donated to the Fifth Floor Museum." 
    Fast forward 50 years,   I registered my name in the lottery for 
tickets to the public event commemorating President Kennedy's life and leg-
acy of leadership to be take place Friday, November 22, 2013 at Dealey Plaza 
in downtown Dallas.     How surprised I was to receive notification that I 
would receive admission to the event.   
         Angela Sutton Giessner 

 

 

 

 

John F. Ken-

nedy’s stop in 

Grand Prairie 

during his elec-

tion campaign, 

October 1960 
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munity that have passed away recently 

 

Ruthe Jackson 

Bill Thorne 

J.C. Bryan 

Jerry Marsalis   

John Wesley Keas 

Goldene Williamson Jones 

 

 

Join the conversation and see more 

pictures at the  GPHO  

Facebook Page 

Facebook.com/GPHistorical 

 

And be sure and check 

out our Web Site  

www.GPHistorical.com 
 

 

 

 

Who says there’s no 
free lunch?  

Send us your old pictures of Grand    

Prairie.   If your picture is selected 

for publication, along with recogni-

tion in the newsletter, you will       

receive a FREE LUNCH at our 

next meeting.  Send those pictures to                  

bingham@alliance-services.com 

Be sure and call 214-808-1913 and leave a mes-

sage that you emailed it so it won’t get lost  
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